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A visit with Harry Katz

V

Recent volunteer of the year winner discusses
work W|th the Interfaith Counml

By SaraH COUGHLIN
CLIPPER CONTRIBUTOR

uxbury’s Interfaith
Council, accord-
ing to Harry Katz,

is “a fabulous organization
made up of almost all the con-
gregations in the community.
We try to educate each other
about our differences and
ways to work together, show
compassion, and bring the
community together in a reli-
gious way...” Fresh off his win
as Duxbury’s Volunteer of the
Year, Katz sat down with us
and it became quite clear why
he was the recipient of such a
distinguished title.

THE KATZ FILE

When was the council
formed and how many mem-
bers are there? As far as we
can tell, the history goes back
about 75 years. 1970 was when
they first put in records to the
state. We have 13 member
congregations, including the
Muslim and Baha’ i families.
There is generally one clergy
member and three laity from
every congregation.

Harry Katz has been involved with the Duxbury Interfaith Council'and
No Place for Hate for years. He recently received the Commumtv
Volunteer of the Year award from The Village. .

How did yougetinvolved?
I was very active in the initial
years of Congregation Shirat
Hayam here in town. After
my involvement with getting
that up and running, I felt a
really strong need to educate
the community about Judaism.
That is probably still my main
mission — to show everyone
that different faiths can work
together and coexist.

Can you explain the
IFC’s various programs?
First, we have a strong out-
reach committee; we assist
approximately 100 families in
need, in a number of ways. We
do it first in food and fuel as-
sistance, rent, food vouchers,
anything to get people in need
the basic necessities of life.
We also put together and give
holiday baskets three times per
year.

Secondly we have our TLC
program and camperships. The
TLC (teach, learn, care) pro-
gram provides backpacks and
back to school supplies to ap-
proximately 50 children. Our
campership program sends
about 40-50 children to sum-
mer camp, who would other-
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' Thisis something I have partic- .
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in Duxbury The Anti Defama Ny
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i Do you think young
;people today are more open
minded “about . religion?
ough question. I -think- they
-are. more open minded about
terfaith: I think we’ 've done
e a'great job in- Duxbury to do
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